Central nervous system involvement as a major manifestation of rheumatoid arthritis.
A 58-year-old woman with an 8-year history of seropositive rheumatoid arthritis was admitted with right hemiparesis, history of seizures, fever, weight loss and headaches. Her blood tests revealed the presence of rheumatoid factor, elevated C-reactive protein and anti-cyclic citrullinated peptide antibodies (>200 RU/ml). Examination of cerebrospinal fluid demonstrated pleocytosis (118 cells/mm(3), predominantly lymphocytes) with elevated protein level (58 mg/dl); cultures were negative. Magnetic resonance imaging findings were suggestive for meningoencephalitis. Short course of high-dose corticosteroids and cyclophosphamide led to clinical improvement. Rheumatoid vasculitis was probably responsible for neurological symptoms.